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Senator Winfield, Representative Stafstrom ranking members Kissel and Fishbein and distinguished 

members of the Judiciary Committee. 

 

I am from Salisbury and a supporter of CT Against Gun Violence, and a member of the Northwest CT 

Committee for Gun Violence Prevention.  I am the grandmother of five grandsons.  On the day of the 

Sandy Hook tragedy I was driving on a four hour road trip to Vermont and was listening to NPR as the 

horror of those twenty six deaths unfolded during the whole of my trip.  My grandsons were of school 

age, two of whom were of the age of those murdered at Sandy Hook.  I was imagining being the 

parents or grandparents of those children.  We continue to have a candlelight vigil for the Sandy Hook 

victims every year.  I don’t know that one needs to have more of a personal interest in protecting the 

innocent lives of children than simply knowing that a tragedy such as Sandy Hook took place. 

 

Clearly ERPO’s are important because family members and friends are the people who can recognize 

concerning behaviors in one who is in their day to day life, and who has become dangerous with lethal 

weapons.  We need this tool and I trust you will move HB-6355 out of committee so that the General 

Assembly can vote on this measure to strengthen our Extreme Risk Protection Law. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Judith W McKernon 

Salisbury CT 

 

 


